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CYRIL JACKSON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS POLICY  

 

VISION: 

Cyril Jackson is a safe and stimulating environment where children encounter challenging 
and creative learning experiences. 
 
Each member of the school community is motivated to be a life-long learner. 
 
We will equip everyone with the skills to achieve their full potential in a climate of mutual 
respect and personal responsibility. 
 
STATEMENT OF AIMS: 

To provide a supportive, stimulating environment in which each child is enabled and 
encouraged to attain the highest standard of achievement of which he or she is capable. 
 
To ensure that the curriculum is broad and well balanced following all subjects in the 
National Curriculum. 
 
To value each individual’s contribution irrespective of race, gender, religion or ability. 
 
To encourage children to be aware of their behaviour and how it affects other people. 
 
To recognise that children have a variety of special needs and endeavour to provide 
appropriately for the needs of individuals. 
 
To ensure that the curriculum reflects the richness of our multi-cultural society. 
 
To foster and build on relationships with parents, governors and the wider community. 
 
To provide a planned process of staff development. 
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Does our school say to our pupils, “do you want to learn here?” Does our school make our 
staff feel good about coming to work? These are important questions for us and underpin 
priorities for resources and school improvement. We do believe that our school 
environment does make a big different to pupil learning and staff wellbeing. 
 

Purpose of the policy 

 
 To make clear to all members of the school community that the visual appearance of 

the school contributes to its vision and ethos 
 
 To make clear how all members of the school community can contribute to providing 

an environment where pupils and staff feel safe, secure and confident in classrooms 
and around the school premises.  

 
 To make clear the basic conditions for an effective classroom. The purpose of a 

learning environment policy is to ensure that everyone is aware of how to create a 
place where effective teaching and learning can take place. If we have consistent 
expectations of how classrooms and work areas can be used to support learning then 
we can ensure that effective teaching and learning can happen for all.  

 
 

Objectives of the Policy for the Learning Environment 

 

 To enable the learning environment to give positive messages to young people. This 
includes messages about equality of opportunity, the value of learning, collective 
responsibilities, cultural diversity and the importance of quality.  

 To provide a safe, caring, comfortable, welcoming atmosphere and a challenging, 
attractive and well-maintained environment in which we can stimulate, maintain and 
develop lively enquiring minds.   

 To ensure that equality of opportunity is reflected in the learning environment.  
 To acknowledge and celebrate the richness and diversity of our school community 

and to help prepare young people for their part in society as confident, well 
informed and tolerant adults.  
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When establishing a classroom or work space, it is important to consider the following 
points to ensure that children are provided with the optimum conditions for learning: 

Learning takes place in an environment which is: 

 challenging and stimulating; 

 peaceful and calm 

 happy and organised 

 well resourced and clearly labelled 

 makes learning accessible; 

 encouraging and appreciative 

 welcoming 

 provides equal opportunities 

 provides a working atmosphere 

Classrooms should therefore be organised so that a range of learning opportunities can 
take place. Tables and chairs should be arranged to allow flexible groupings and ease of 
movement around the classroom for adults and children alike. Children should be able to 
view the interactive whiteboard without having to turn around if they are working at 
tables and are required to follow a model on the board. It should be possible to arrange 
tables in a range of group sizes to allow for different learning styles and temperaments.  

Areas within the classroom or setting should be clearly labelled (in a range of languages if 
possible). This is to ensure that children are able to operate and to take responsibility for 
organising or maintaining resources and equipment appropriately. Labels should consist of 
both text and images to support all learners.  

The outdoor areas in the school should also be considered to be part of our learning 
environment and as such should be organised to support children’s learning. Resources 
should be stored safely and be labelled for access and organisation. Children should be 
engaged fully in this process and they should be encouraged to take part in the setting up 
and clearing of all work areas.  

Children should be encouraged to take active responsibility in the organisation of 
classrooms and work areas. All areas and resources of the school including the classrooms 
should be clearly labeled. Children should be made aware of these resource areas at the 
beginning of each year. The learning environment should be organised to ensure that the 
children have the opportunity to learn in different ways.  
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These include: 

 investigation and problem solving;  
 research and finding out;  
 group work;  
 pair work;  
 independent work;  
 whole-class work;  
 asking and answering questions;  
 use of the computer;  
 fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest;  
 creative activities;  
 watching television and responding to musical or tape-recorded material;  
 debates, role-plays and oral presentations;  
 designing and making things;  
 Participation in athletic or physical activity.  

Our classrooms and settings are attractive learning environments. We change displays at 
least once a term, to ensure that the classroom reflects the topics studied by the 
children. We ensure that all children have the opportunity to display their best work at 
some time during the year. All classrooms have a range of dictionaries and fiction and non-
fiction books, as well as displays relating to literacy and numeracy. We believe that a 
stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, and an exciting classroom promotes 
independent use of resources and high-quality work by the children.  

ROUTINES AND RULES 
Routines and rules in the classroom contribute to a healthy learning environment. To be 
effective they should be: 

 agreed by the children and clearly understood  
 fair and consistent  
 realistic and positive  
 kept to a minimum but enforced  
 School systems should be clearly displayed and referred to when appropriate e.g. 

golden rules, voice levels, behaviour systems. 
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Display has a major impact on the learning environment and as such forms the core of the 
learning environment policy. 

GENERAL  

All displays should form a central part of the learning process.  Ask yourself what the 
children will learn from the display.  Accelerated learning research shows that ‘display for 
learning’ has a positive effect on the pace at which children learn. 
 

DISPLAY 

There is generally a theme in individual curriculum areas, i.e. science, history, geography 
and often maths which should all be promoted around your classroom as early on in the 
term as possible.  Displays should be changed each term to reflect and support the 
learning that is happening and to celebrate the achievements of children. Key questions, 
language structures and vocabulary should be included in all displays. This serves to 
support learning but also engages children making the display interactive. 

COLOUR SCHEMES 

Backing paper: When displaying written work, make the backing paper bright so as to draw 
the viewer towards the display.  If you are displaying colourful art work, don't allow the 
choice of backing paper to take the eye away from the quality of work - choose a dark blue 
or red to enhance the art.  

 

TITLE AND LABELS 

Make the title of a display a big feature.  It shouldn't simply act as a label to the work, 
although this may be enough sometimes, but it's best to make it catchy rather than 
informative.  Brief is best, central is generally the preferred choice although angles can 
work if pinned up first and checked from a distance.  AS LONG AS IT'S EVENLY 
BALANCED BOTH SIDES.  It doesn't take much more effort to cut a second colour for 
lettering, (black is generally favourite).  Lettering mounted behind is a brilliant 3-D effect 
which gives a whole new perspective to the overall display.  Whenever possible, writing on 
display should be at eye level so that it can be read easily. Labels should be included in the 
display to inform the viewer about the process involved in the work. There should also be 
prominent name labels to show whose work is on display. Wherever possible, children 
should be included in the making of labels.  
 

MOUNTING PAPER  

It is of paramount importance to mount every piece of work that you choose to put on the 
wall simply to show your appreciation of a child's efforts, and they WILL notice.  Double 
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mounting is the ultimate effect, but time and budgets don't always allow.  However, 
outstanding achievements should gain this extra effort from us.  Sugar paper is ideal for 
mounting work despite colours and quality being somewhat limiting.  The coloured craft 
paper is a better option when available.  All work should be stapled with care, one staple in 
each corner to prevent curling.  Rocking the stapler slightly to one side will drive the 
staple in so that one side is slightly proud of the surface.  This will facilitate easier 
removal later.  Please only use staples on display boards, not on wooden surfaces, walls 
etc.  Use Blu-tac on these surfaces.  
 

CENTRAL FEATURES  

An essential part of any display, even if it's your own contribution.  Don't be afraid to put 
REAL things on the wall to really catch the eye of that all important visitor.  It provides a 
point at which to place pieces of work around evenly and to maintain continuity throughout 
the display.  It may be your input, but if it makes people look at the board as a whole, 
you've achieved your goal in display.  Think about how to include other surfaces to include 
3D objects for display.  
 

Books - Fiction:  

It is ideal and simple to photocopy the front cover of a book to use as a central feature of 
a display.  Tack it to the wall so that it becomes 3-D.  Colouring in a photocopy with 
Aquarelle pencils is easy and very effective.  It's even better when you get a child to do it 
for the display! 
 

Books - Non-fiction:  
A good resource for a display as long as we explain why they are there, and teach the 
children how they should be used. DON'T JUST USE THEM TO FILL A SPACE 
 

Poetry:  
A feature that should be prominent in all book corners.  As a stimulus for display - back up 
with poems written by the children; only display poetry that has inspired that writing so as 
not to confuse the learning objective. 
 

Interactive Display:   

Display experts will suggest that this is the key to the perfect display.  Make sure 
however, that it does not simply become something else for you to clear up at the end of 
the day. Take time out to explain the interactive qualities of displays and demonstrate how 
they should be used, and HOW THEY SHOULD BE LEFT. This school believes that a child 
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will learn more if the environment they are in is stimulating, inspiring and most importantly 
inviting. 
 

 

 

 

General Guidance for classroom displays 

 
 They should feature children’s work 
 They should reflect a range of curriculum areas 
 They should have a learning intention and a title 
 They should reflect a range of children’s ability 
 At least some of them should be interactive 
 Visual interest could be achieved by: varying texture and size (i.e. not always A4 

paper and not too much laminating!). 3D as well as 2D 
 Relevant vocabulary should be displayed  
 Work should be mounted 

 

Guidance for Public Areas 
 The display should be labelled with the class and year group 
 There should be an explanation of stages and processes 
 Work should be mounted and stapled to the wall appropriately. 
 Agreed by Governing Body – (date). To be reviewed (date).  


